In a recent discussion at a conference in Europe with nurse scholars from a variety of countries, questions were raised regarding publication in refereed English-language nursing journals. The importance of publishing in these journals is growing worldwide. One major question raised was, what makes a manuscript worth publishing? Clearly, there are a number of ingredients that must be present to render a manuscript worthy of publication in any refereed nursing journal. The manuscript must be about something of importance and concern to the discipline and the profession of nursing. The discipline of nursing consists of the knowledge base as articulated in the three paradigmatic perspectives about human, universe, and health (totality, simultaneity, and humanbecoming). The profession of nursing consists of the body of nurses educated according to nationally or internationally prescribed, regulated, and monitored standards created to protect the integrity of healthcare to humankind.
Manuscripts about the discipline and profession must contain a unique perspective on phenomena, such as an idea relevant to nursing theory development, research, education, administration, or practice. It should not be a rehash of previous publications by the potential author or others. For example, the manuscript may be a theoretical treatise or essay exploring a concept or offering a critique that contributes something new to the nursing literature or a report of findings from recently conducted qualitative or quantitative research on phenomena of concern to the discipline. The manuscript may also be about nursing education, nursing administration, new models of care delivery, or other such entities related to the discipline and profession of nursing; for example, articles may be about nursing regulatory systems. Currently, most nursing regulatory systems model medical science, but some are being changed to integrate discipline-specific content and language in the regulations. Clearly specified services delivered by nurses from each of the nursing paradigms would reduce the ambiguity that now exists in healthcare delivery. The content then in articles worthy of publication should contain new ideas of concern to the discipline and the profession of nursing.
Articles worthy of publication in a particular journal must contain material consistent with the mission and scope of the chosen journal. The content for all refereed journals should be presented with semantic consistency and logical coherence. Semantic consistency refers to the soundness of ideas, specified with evidence to support the author's position with proper attributions of quoted material-important to avoid plagiarizing. The ideas should be presented with carefully chosen words in language that reveals the meaning of the subject of the paper, while adhering to the principles of discourse. Discourse is the level of abstraction in the language appropriate for the content of the manuscript. Levels of abstraction refer to conceptual, theoretical, or empirical levels.
Logical coherence includes clarity, format, and structure. Clarity refers to the precise articulation of the purpose of the article; the reader must be able to ascertain what the author is planning to convey. Precise articulation means attention to the rules of good writing-the who, what, where, when rule must be honored, and often also why such material is being presented. The first sentence or two should state the purpose of the article. A natural flow from one sentence to the next is essential, along with deliberate transitions between paragraphs. Format is a template and is important in that it provides a focus for the reader to follow throughout the paper. The format consists of the headings that are pauses to announce movement to the next idea but still focusing on the main topic of the paper. Structure is the order in which the material is presented. A decision must be made by the author on how to present conceptual, theoretical, and empirical evidence to support the premise of the manuscript to make it comprehensive and conducive to grasping the intent of the material. The author must align the evidence with the most appropriate areas of discussion, and in the appropriate tone.
Another question that arose from the participants at the European conference was, what would make a manuscript about findings from quantitative or qualitative research studies 807930N SQXXX10.1177/0894318418807930Nursing Science QuarterlyParse editorial2018 worthy of publication? For a research article to have scientific merit, it is important that the study be reported accurately and honestly; thus, it must include an explanation of the phenomenon under study, the research question, the nursing theoretical framework used as the guide for the study, a review of the extant literature across disciplines, the method and detailed design of the study, a description of the execution of the study (procedures, data gathering and analysis, reliable and valid instruments, and others, if applicable), details about participants and protection of participants, the findings of the study with a connection to the theoretical framework, and a description of new knowledge emanating from the study with implications for further research. Publication of a theoretical article should include a statement of the argument for the idea being set forth with sufficient evidence to support the premise. Also alternative evidence should be presented to create clear directions for the discussion. If the manuscript sets forth a new theoretical framework or new care model, it would include assumptions, concepts, postulates or propositions, and principles and how they all interrelate to create a comprehensive scheme for theory development, research, education, administration, or practice.
These are just a few ideas that make a manuscript worthy of publication. Seasoned and potential authors are invited to contemplate them as they begin to write for publication in refereed English-language nursing journals.
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